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The Czar Nicholas had never questioned the fact that Great England
Britain was vitally interested in the solution of the Eastern question, and Bus*
But England herself had been curiously slow to manifest any jealousy wa
of the advance of Russia m South-Eastern Europe. The younger
Pitt was the first of English statesmen to awake to the fact that the
decadence of the Ottoman power and the gradual absorption of her
Black Sea Provinces by Russia was raising issues in the ultimate
settlement of which England, as an Asiatic power, had direct concern.
Pitt's fears found no echo in the House of Commons, and it was not
until Canning plunged into the waters rendered turbid by the Greek
revolt, that England perceived the true bearing upon English policy
of the development of events in Eastern Europe. Owing to Canning's
premature death Russia seeured for herself all the advantages which
otherwise she would have had to share with England, if not with
Europe. The ptosition attained by the Treaty of Adrianople (1829)
was further strengthened by that of Unkiar Skelessi (1833), and but
for Palmerston's accession to the Foreign Office the Black Sea would
have remained a " Russian lake,1' and the Czar's fleets would have
commanded the eastern waters of the Mediterranean. The Treaty
of London (1841) tore up that of Unkiar Skelessi and intimated to
Russia m unmistakable terms that in the ultimate settlement of the
Eastern question England would demand an influential voice.
Three years later the Czar Nicholas paid his memorable visit to The Czar
the English Court. To Lord Aberdeen, then Foreign Secretary inNich
Peel's Ministry, to other English statesmen and to Prince Albert the
Czar opened his mind freely as regards the Eastern question arid the
relations of England and Russia in connection therewith.1 Those
views he actually embodied in a Memorandum preserved at the
Foreign Office. He insisted: "that, 15"the event of the Porte
giving to anyone of the Powers just cause of complaint, that Power
should be aided by the rest in its endeavours to have that cause
removed. That ail the Powers should urge on the Porte the duty of
conciliating its Christian subjects, and should use all their influence,
on the other hand, to keep those subjects to their allegiance. That,
in the event of any unforeseen calamity befalling the Turkish Empire,
Russia and England should agree together as to the course that
should be pursued/* The Duke of Argyll goes so far as to assert
with certainty " that if the Cz&r Niclv ias had abided by the assur-
ances of this Memorandum the Crimean War would never have
arisen ". This at any rate may be conceded, that the personal
relations established by the Czar m 1844 with English statesmen,
and particularly with Lord Aberdeen, did predispose them to antici-
pate with some confidence a peaceful issue from the difficulties which
had now arisen.
1 For an admirable description of the Czar as he appeared to those who met
him, cf. Argyll, Memoirs, i. 43ft seq.    See also Q V.I,, u. 13-23.